
SCRIPTURE LESSONS:  
Romans 8:22-25  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with endurance. 
	
Psalm 71:1-6; 17-18   In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 
In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
    incline your ear to me and save me. 
Be to me a rock of refuge, 
    a strong fortress, to save me, 
    for you are my rock and my fortress. 
Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
    from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
    my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
    it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 
My praise is continually of you. 
O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
    and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
So even to old age and gray hairs,     
O God, do not forsake me, 
    until I proclaim your might 
    to all the generations to come. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, adapted from “Creed of Hope” by Gerardo Oberman 

Leader: I believe in the God who rises from the dead to become part of life. 
People: I believe in the God who is attentive today, who looks at the world and sees the hatred that 

segregates, divides, hurts and kills. 
Leader: I believe in the God who sees the bullets piercing the flesh, and the blood of innocent people 

flowing on the earth; who sees the hand that dips into another’s pocket, stealing what somebody 
needs to eat. 

People: I believe in the God who sees the judge who favors the highest bidder; who sees the dirty 
rivers and the dead fish, the toxic substances destroying the earth and piercing the sky. 

Leader: I believe in the God who sees all this and weeps. 
But I also believe in the God 

who sees a mother giving birth — a life born from pain, 
who sees two children playing — a seed growing, 
who sees a flower blooming out of the debris — a new beginning, 
who sees crazy youth clamoring for justice — an illusion that doesn’t die, 
who sees the sun rising every morning — a time of opportunities. 

ALL: I believe in the God who sees all this and smiles, because, in spite of it all, there is hope. Amen. 
 
THE FLOWERS IN TODAY’S SERVICE are given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. William W. Weaver by 
their daughter, Karen. 
 
TODAY IS EARTH DAY!  It is the beginning not the end of the challenge to care for all of God’s creation.  
Do your part.  Pledge to start doing at least one new thing to protect our environment. 
 
A MUSICAL THANK-YOU – Many thanks to the Whitechapel Bells for praising God through music this 
year. They are Michael Anderson, Kristin Carberry, Maddy Crumley, Brynn Durham, Lisa Edmonston, Hope 
Elgart, Emma Groon, Julia Hart, Macklan Plunkett, Colin Preihs, Jillian Shapiro, and Shayne Ventura. Special 
thanks go to Liz Olson, our volunteer adult assistant! 



PRESCHOOL SPRING FLOWER SALE! Please pre-order your 
flowers and herbs from the Preschool. Order forms are available in 
the church office and the preschool hallway. Orders due by  
Monday, April 23rd. Pick-up date is Tuesday, May 8th after 11am. 
Any questions, please call 856-429-0609. 
 
WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT FMSC BANKS – Filling the 
banks with loose change and bringing them back to church makes a 
difference to our Feed My Starving Children efforts—it only takes 
22¢ to feed a child a nutritious meal. Thank you to all those packing 
meals this weekend. You and your friends and neighbors will have 
packed 500,000 meals by the end of today! 
 
WHAT IS A CARE GROUP? HOW DO I JOIN? Each of our church officers – Elders and Deacons – has a 
list of members to contact. The purpose is to check in to see how you are, share some of our church events, 
and find out if you have any questions or needs the church might help you with. In this loving but large family 
of faith this is one way we can help everyone feel connected. If you are on our membership list, you are 
already in a care group. If you have not received a note, call, or email from a deacon or elder in the last few 
months, feel free to call the church office. We may need up-dated contact information or we may have made a 
mistake. Either way, we want the chance to reach out. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION BOOK STUDY – Sundays April 22nd, 29th, & May 6th, 11:15am-12:30pm in 2R. 
Everything Happens for a Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler. Join us as we read and explore 
this powerful memoir together. Kate Bowler is a professor of American Church History at Duke Divinity 
School, specializing in the study of the prosperity gospel, a creed that sees fortune as a blessing from God and 
misfortune as a mark of God’s disapproval. At thirty-five, everything in her life, from her thriving career to her 
growing family, seemed to point toward “blessing.” Then she was diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer and had 
to face many theological lies learned as a Christian. What does it mean to die, she wonders, in a society that 
insists everything happens for a reason? Kate is stripped of this certainty only to discover that without it, life is 
hard but beautiful in a way it never was before. Join us for a study of this funny, wise, and powerful book. 
 
JOIN US IN THE KITCHEN ON TUESDAY, APRIL 24TH AT 1pm to help cook a nutritious meal for 150 
people at New Vision day shelter.  We have only one more cooking date (May 22nd) before our summer break.  
Individual fruit cups can be dropped off in the kitchen before we cook on either date. 
 
2018 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS OPEN! VBS dates have been set for July 30-
August 3. Sign up now! Online registration is at http://www.myvbs.org/haddonfieldpresheroes/ 
 

* Volunteer station leaders and teenage shepherds (starting at 6th grade) are needed! Please contact our DCE 
Gabrielle Heimerling at gabbyheimerling@gmail.com for more information. 
 
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – Wednesdays from 10:30-11:45am in the Church Parlor, we 
explore the New Testament together, led by Dan Colombi. This week we will discuss 2 Timothy, chapter 4. 
Next week we will begin a journey through the Epistle to Titus. Meetings will continue through May 30 and 
then go on hiatus for the summer. We will reconvene in September on the first Wednesday after Labor Day. 
Adults of all Biblical background and experience are welcome to join us! 
 
CHILDREN’S MUSICAL – On May 6th, the Cherub Choir, Carol Choir, and Chapel Choir will present this 
year’s musical, Oh, Jonah! (the story of Jonah and the Whale) at 4:00pm. Please invite family and friends to 
attend this fun telling of one of the Bible’s best-known stories. 
 

èIn preparation for this event, the following special rehearsals will be held: 
• Full Cast Rehearsal: Sunday, April 29th from 12:30pm–3:00pm in the sanctuary. (Make sure your 

child eats lunch before rehearsal.) 
• Dress Rehearsal: Wednesday, May 2nd from 3:45–5pm in the sanctuary 
• Performance Call Time: 3:30pm on May 6th in the Choir Room. 

 

*Parents, please mark your calendars to ensure full participation!  Thank you!* 

 

Gratitude Corner 
Many thanks to all the 

Elders and Deacons who are 
fulfilling their 

responsibility to stay 
connected to members of 

their Care Groups. 
 



 
APRIL SESSION MEETING SUMMARY – The Elders met on Monday, April 16. Following a time of 
reflection with the Deacons in the Sanctuary the following items were discussed: 

• Building update - The Property Committee reported that a new freezer and dishwasher have been 
installed in the kitchen; outside concrete work will be completed this week, weather permitting; plans 
for replacing the Light House/Manse roof are moving forward; a sub-committee made up of church 
and preschool staff are meeting to talk about additional security measures to ensure that all of our 
children are as safe as possible. 

• Mission Study Team - Lisa Hurd reported that the committee has completed its small group gatherings 
and that the results of those conversations and the congregational survey will be presented to Session 
in May. 

• Budget Committee - Church finances through the first quarter are encouraging. Income and expenses 
through March are where the committee members expected they would be.  

• The last part of the meeting was spent discussing the need for more Sunday School teachers. The 
Christian Education Committee will meet to discuss ideas for the fall, and will meet with education 
staff members to consider fresh ideas for teacher recruitment.  

 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP BOWLING FUNDRAISER – Join us on Sunday, April 29th at 3pm at the Big 
Event (1536 Kings Hwy N, Cherry Hill, NJ) for our Youth Mission Trip Bowling Fundraiser. $15 will get you 
2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, and pizza and soda for your lane. We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
GUITAR CONCERT IN SUPPORT OF AUTISM SPEAKS – On April 29 at 4:30pm, Autism Speaks is 
holding a benefit concert in our sanctuary. Three acoustic guitarists will play jazz, classical, and Spanish 
guitar with all proceeds going to the research and advocacy efforts of Autism Speaks. Tickets are available at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/music-speaks-a-benefit-concert-for-autism-tickets-44520796902 or at the door. 
 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST, THURSDAY, MAY 3 – Join the community of churches 
in Haddonfield on this occasion for sharing and reflection. Breakfast is at 8:30am and the speaker’s program 
begins at 9:15 on the topic of “Freedom of Religion.” Tickets are available in the church office and are $15. 
Breakfast will be held at the First Baptist Church of Haddonfield, 124 Kings Highway East. 
 
DIALOGUE AND PRAYER WITH BROTHERS EMILE AND JOHN OF TAIZÉ – On May 1st, the 
Haddonfield Methodist Church will be hosting a special ecumenical event with two brothers from the 
community of Taizé, France. Brothers Emile and John will give a presentation and engage in a dialogue about 
joy at 6pm, and will lead a prayer service at 7:00. The community of Taizé is an amazing model how the 
church of all traditions and countries can join together in meaningful, healing community. 
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